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something rich and strange. Externally, the
plot especially involves three central persons, a
husband and wife, and a young man, who, given
the chance to pass himself off as the husband and
so save the other's life, does so, and is about to
be hung in consequence, when the husband ex-
plains, and in this way frees him; afterwards be-
ing pardoned himself, so that a play which might
have been a tragedy turns out melodramatic
comedy, and " ends well" for the groundlings.

The intellectual value of this lies in the
peculiar motive of the young man in substituting
for the husband and in his attitude towards the
wife. As Shaw says, the drama is old-fashioned,
in that the familiar triangle is again used; in
the use of a device like the disguise (so much af-
fected by Shakspere, and recurrent ever since) ;
and in the obvious situation of the final rescue
of Dudgeon.

But as character study and idea it is highly
original. Dick, the devil's disciple, is set in high
relief against a background of eighteenth century
Puritans, who illustrate repressive religion; wit-
ness their treatment of the child Essie and her
natural reaction to Dick, who is kind to her. de-war poses as hero.
